Ash Green News Friday &t

Achieving the best together S February 2026

A message from Miss Cope

It has been another full and purposeful week in school, and it has been lovely to continue

spending time with staff as part of our appraisal and interim performance meetings. These
conversations are always such a valuable opportunity to reflect on the excellent practice
happening across classrooms every day. | am continually impressed by the thoughtfulness,
ambition and dedication shown by our team, and it is a privilege to hear about the impact
their work is having on our children.

A real highlight this week was 1KF's class assembly. The children were absolutely fantastic - so
confident, expressive and brave. They spoke and performed with such pride, and it was
wonderful to see how much they have grown already this year. A huge well done to them, and
thank you to the staff who supported them so brilliantly.

[ would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone involved in supporting Happy
Plates. Staff have continued to help us nurture the calm, bistro-style atmosphere we envisioned
when we first created the space. We have spent some time this week reminding children of the
routines and expectations that help make Happy Plates such a positive dining experience, and
your ongoing support with this is truly appreciated.

On Tuesday evening, we held our Currviculum and Resources Committee meeting with governors.
These meetings are always an important chance to reflect on our practice, share developments,
and receive both support and challenge. It was wonderful to hear governors present their link
governor reports - their insight, commitment and genuine care for the school community are

something we value enormously. | left the meeting feeling both proud and grateful.

Wednesday was spent in Ofsted training, exploring updates to the framework and deepening
our understanding of how best to articulate our curviculum, our intent, and the impact of our
work. These sessions are always thought-provoking and help ensure that we continue to refine

our practice and remain confident in the strength of our provision.

Towards the end of the week, | was out of school attending a leadership conference with
headteachers from across the Trust. It was a fantastic opportunity to share best practice,
engage with the latest research, and reflect together on the challenges and opportunities facing
our schools. Being part of such a collaborative and forward-thinking group is incredibly
energising, and | look forward to bringing some of these ideas back into our own development
work.
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Finally, we are very excited for the launch of Well Schools Week next week. Wellbeing sits at
the heart of everything we do at Ash Green - for children, staff and families - and this week
will give us a wonderful chance to celebrate, reflect and engage in activities that support both

physical and emotional wellbeing across the school.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It makes such a meaningful difference to the

life of our community, and we are truly grateful.

Subject Spotlight!

In the Spotlight... Geography Subject Lead: Miss Darby

Subject Essence

The essence of Geography at Ash Green is to nurture a deep curiosity and
lasting fascination about the world and its people. Through the study of
places, environments and processes, children develop the knowledge, skills
and confidence needed to make sense of the world around them and
understand how physical and human elements are interconnected and

constantly changing.

What should we see children doing?

e Locating and describing significant places at local, national and global scales

o Explaining key physical and human processes and how they shape and influence landscapes

e Using and applying geographical skills, including maps, atlases, aerial photographs and digital
sources

o Collecting, presenting and analysing data in a variety of forms

o Asking geographical questions, exploring different perspectives and drawing informed
conclusions

e Building on prior knowledge to deepen understanding of places, people and environments

Our Approach at Ash Green

We believe Geography should be engaging, enquiry-based and meaningful. Children are encouraged to
question, investigate and explore the world through practical learning and fieldwork opportunities.
Geography learning is rooted in real-world contexts, helping children to develop a strong sense of place
and an understanding of how people can positively influence their environment. Through carefully
planned topics, children learn about the physical features that shape the world but also how humans

have an impact too through topics such as world trade.

About the Subject Lead

Having recently completed The National College’s Effective Leadershjp in Geography course, Miss Darby
has long held a strong passion for the subject. Knowing from a very young age that she wanted to
become a primary school teacher, she chose Geography at both GCSE and A level. Since taking on the
role of Geography subject lead, Miss Darby has overseen a revised scheme of learning in which topics
are clearly sequenced and aligned with prior knowledge and National Curriculum expectations.
Geography celebration days have taken place and Miss Darby is currently establishing a Junior

Geographers pupil leadership group. A key focus area within the Geography curviculum this year is to
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embed high-quality fieldwork enquiry and it has been fantastic to see children across many year
groups already asking thoughtful questions about the world around them and carrying out purposeful
geographical enquiries.

Celebrating Achievements

We are extremely proud of the strong foundations children develop in Geography at Ash Green.
Geography is all around us, and children are often building key skills naturally through their learning
experiences, sometimes without even realising it. We recently celebrated National Geographic Day, and
the curiosity it inspired about the world around us was truly wonderful to see. Geography-focused
Brain Builder activities further support learning at home through links to termly topics.

Why Geography Matters Here

Geography at Ash Green is about curiosity, understanding and responsibility. It helps children make
sense of the world, appreciate diversity and understand their role as global citizens. Through
high-quality teaching and rich learning experiences, pupils develop the knowledge, skills and values
they need to understand change, care for the environment and engage confidently with the world

around them.
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#* Ash Green Primary Academy: Becoming a Well School NEXT WEEK! #.

Please complete the survey here:

The Societas Trust Parent Physical Activity and Wellbeing Survey 2025 — Fill out form

{. & WELL SCHOOLS WEEK! - &
== Join us for the =

D A‘LY FA M ' '-Y e Let's Dress for Fun, Fitness & Feeling Great! ¢ [
Jf’,’ DA‘LY M IL E \\\:‘\ ; @ Our Favourite Choice

Gates Open 8:20am PE kit is perfect for all the active fun happening this week!

CELEBRATING WELL SCHOOLS WEEK . No PE Kit? No Problem!

MONDAY 9TH FEBRUARY = Children can wear any comfy, flexible clothing that helps them move, stretch, jump and play.
13TH FEBRU
. w FR'DAY 3 ARY = ¥ What Really Matters
WALK|NG Y ) m S { AT We want everyone dressed in clothes that support:
RUNN‘NG’_‘ ’ b - * Big movements
N 0o ; * Active play

» Comfort all day long

* Lots of energy and smiles!

\‘“4 .
_— = > ¥ Keep Them Ready to Move! “

NIV TP

CHlI.DRFN MUST HAVE THEIR PARENT OR (ARER
WITH THEM IF JOINING IN —

PTFA Meeting — Monday 9 February — Spm

every volunteer there. This is a key planning session as we put the
finishing touches to the KS2 Valentine’s Disco taking place on
Thursday 12th February—an event the children are already
getting excited about!

During the meeting, we'll be finalising the essential details that
make the disco run smoothly, including allocating roles and
responsibilities and ensuring every area of the event is fully

covered.

Because we'll be sharing out tasks and confirming who is doing

input, ideas, and support help us create a fun, safe, and
memorable evening for our KS2 pupils.

> £3 PER ncxn

Thank you, as always, for giving your time and energy to make L Al NY ‘}}’,ﬁ‘ ,'bﬁ;%lif

these events possible. We can’t wait to see you on Monday as we

prepare for a fantastic Valentine’s celebration!

We're looking forward to our next PTFA meeting on Monday ath February at Spm, and we'd love to see
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#- Stars of the Week #.

Our values — Inquisitive, Independent, Brave, Creative, Caring, and Humble

— are at the heart of everything we do. Each week, we'll shine a spotlight on
children who have shown that value in action, whether it’s asking brilliant

questions, showing kindness to others, or being brave when trying something

neve. This week's value is INDEPENDENT!

Nursery Archie Willett & Bethany Hyatt
Red R | Harrison Munns & Francesca Martin | Blue R | Souline Lalili
1CB Harry Baker 1KF Keaton Sedgwick
2KB Dolly Cooper 2MwW Ralphie Wiggins
3RG Eliza Bradeley 3NB Arthur Gill
4MM Holly Rafferty & Jack Taylor 4HM Izabelle Wilkinson & Ivy- Lea Richards
DM Amelia Wilkinson SAD Clark Dabrowski
6AM Bella Dobson & Elliott Taylor 6KK Ella McLean-Inglis

We are all very proud of you — well done!

Staff Star

Creating a true bistro feel in our dining hall is something we're

continuing to build with care and intention. We want
lunchtime to be more than just a meal - it should be a moment
for children to relax, chat with friends, and enjoy a calm,

welcoming atmosphere.

One of the biggest reasons this vision is coming to life is thanks
to our Happy Plates Helpers. And honestly... wow. They have

been nothing short of incredible. =

These children take on a trusted and genuinely important role each day, working alongside
adults to help the dining hall run smoothly. Their responsibilities are wide-ranging, and
they approach each one with maturity and pride:

e Encouraging everyone to use the correct waste and recycling bins

e Supporting younger children with organising their trays and navigating the hall

o Collecting classes from the yard and helping maintain a steady, calm flow of children
e Modelling positive behaviour and kindness during busy lunchtime moments

Their contribution is felt by every member of our school community. They help create a space that feels
warm, organised, and enjoyable for all - and they do it with enthusiasm and a real sense of responsibility.

Please join us in thanking our Happy Plates Helpers for the brilliant work they do each day. Their efforts

make a genuine difference, and we are incredibly proud of them.
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Royal Table

Each week our amazing lunch team will be keeping an eye out for children who always display excellent
manners and behaviour during lunch times. These children will receive a VIP ticket to the special Royal
Table next week!

VIPs next week are:

Reception- Michael Trelfa
Y1 — Logan Hall

"'ij? VIF |
Y2 - lsabe”a JOV\@S Wit i v bdal Lo fremad Phe Gadilen Tikls /
. el immeh P Boalany
Y3 - AV'la KeV\t Thank you for wur ampercaie Bebavinur
. during funch fimes
Y5 - Mia Evans L apsec il st il onli I lovming) wos!

Y6 - Josh Walker

Congratulations to you all! We can’t wait to see who the VIPs will be next time!

Parents’ Evenings — Happy Plates ‘Food Tasting’

Happy Plates, our school kitchen, will be open during

Parents’ Evening for a special food-tasting experience.
Families are invited to drop in, meet the team, and sample

Will be open during Parents’ Evening | a selection of the delicious meals our children enjoy every
3:30pm - 5:30pm for Food Tasting!

| day.
Tuesday 10th February & Wednesday 11th February
O 3:30pm — 5:30pm

What to Expect
. A chance to taste our menu

+
10”‘ Wednesda
’* Tueﬁal_%lth Fe&bruearr;e _ay . An opportunity to ask questions and chat with the

\\H’» .. Come and visit our team e Happy Plates team
DB to taste food and =
\> ask any questions! Kg#*

| Come along, explore what's on offer, and see why our

pupils love their school meals.
W 7

Weekly Attendance

Whole school attendance to date is 96.1% - the national average is 94.6%.
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= Stationery Superstars! @

This term, we're celebrating independence, creativity and being ready to shine in every lesson!
To help children feel confident, organised and excited about their learning, we'd love to invite

all pupils to bring in their own pencil case if they would like to.

There is absolutely no expectation to do so — it’s simply a lovely
way for children to take pride in their equipment and enjoy SE@W@ ﬁgg%ﬁ

choosing the tools that help them learn best. u ngﬁgﬁs’r ﬁ Qg /

If your child would like to join in, they might enjoy filling their

pencil case with:

o ¢ Pencils

o Handwriting pen (KS2)

o % Avuler

e A glue stick

o (7 Highlighters

Colouring pencils or felt tips
o  Whiteboard pen

We've already noticed how excited the children are when they have their favourite stationery

to hand — it boosts independence, enthusiasm and that “I'm ready to learn!” feeling.

Thank you for supporting us in making learning even more enjoyable and empowering for the
children!

E\""*\

Community

Relaxation Morning

<
% for Parents and Carers .. =
Scooting is a fantastic ~ %,
way to start yourday... M\ W : ; 5
fresh air, exercise, and &
smiles all around! An informal opportunity to meet,

chat and connect - a fine
opportunity to give yourself a slower
start to the day warmly joined
by members of our PTA.

8:45am | Wednesday 11th February | K'@ Hall
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Upcoming dates...

Monday at February

Well Schools Week / Mental Health Week

PTFA meeting, Spm

Tuesday 10* February

Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

Parents’ Evening, whole school

Wednesday 11% February

Parents’ Evening, whole school

Thursday 12 February

Young Voices

KS2 Valentine’s Disco, Spm — 6:30pm

Friday 13t February

School closes for half term

Monday 234 February

School opens

Tuesday 24t February

Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

Thursday 26 February

Year 1 Phonics Parent Meeting, 3:30pm

Monday 24 March

Grandparents’ Reading Visit for EYFS, 2pm

Tuesday 34 March

Grandparents’ Reading Visit for Years 1 & 2, 2pm

Wednesday 4% March

Grandparents’ Reading Visit for Years 3 & 4, 2pm

Thursday 5™ March

WORLD BOOK DAY

Friday 6t March

Grandparents’ Reading Visit for Years 5 & 6, 2pm

Monday ath March

Year 2 SATs information parent meeting, 3:30pm

Tuesday 10 March

Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

SEND coffee afternoon, 2pm

Friday 13% March

Mother’s Day Shop

Monday 16" March

World Down Syndrome & ASD Awareness

Laura Martin Dance Show — Victoria Hall

Wednesday 18% March

4MM Class Assembly, 2am

Monday 23 March

Easter Service, Trentham Church

PTFA Meeting, 3:30pm

Tuesday 24 March

Easter Bonnet Parade, 3YFS & KS1

Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

EYFS Magic Show and KS1/2 Easter Disco, 3:15pm-4:30pm

Wednesday 25" March

PTFA Chocolate Bingo, Spm — 7pm

Thursday 26 March

School closes

Monday 13th April

School opens

_ - Year & Residential Parent Meeting, 3:30pm

Tuesday 14t April

SAD Class Assembly, 9am

Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

Wednesday 15 April

Celebration of Learning, classrooms open for parents until 4pm
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