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Achieving the best together S January 2026

A message from Miss Cope

It has been a wonderfully busy and productive week in school, the kind that reminds us just

how much is happening each day and how committed our whole community continues to be. |
have spent time this week beginning our teacher appraisal and interim performance meetings,
which are always a pleasure. These conversations give us the chance to reflect on the excellent
practice taking place across the school and to celebrate the many successes staff have achieved
so far this year. It is such a privilege to hear about the ways teachers are continually refining
their practice, supporting pupils so thoughtfully, and driving improvements within their subjects
and classrooms. | am incredibly proud of the dedication, creativity and commitment shown by

our team.

On Tuesday, | attended a Trust Digital Strategy launch meeting with colleagues, governors and
directors. This marks an exciting point in our shared work as a Trust and sets out a clear vision
for how we will use technology to enhance learning, streamline systems, and further strengthen
communication across our schools. The discussions were inspiring, ranging from digital literacy
and classroom technology to longterm planning and equitable access for all pupils. There is a
great deal to look forward to as this work develops, and | will keep you updated as new stages
are introduced.

It was also a joy to welcome so many of you into school on Wednesday for our Celebration of
Learning. The children absolutely loved having you in their classrooms - they take such pride
in showing their work, their environment, and the progress they are making. Moments like
these really do highlight the importance of partnership between home and school, and we are
always grateful for the warmth, encouragement and support you bring.

| was sorry to miss 3NB’s class assembly, but | was delighted that the children performed their
singing for me later in the day. They were absolutely wonderful - so confident, joyful and proud
of themselves. It was a real pleasure to see their hard work shine through.

Across the school more generally, children have settled beautifully into the rhythm of the new
term. Classrooms are calm and purposeful, and it has been lovely to see the children so engaged

in their learning. Playtimes continue to be full of energy and imagination &

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. It makes such a positive difference to the life
of our school. | hope you all have a restful weekend when it arrives.
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Subject Spotlight!

In the Spotlight... Maths Subject Lead: Mrs Mitchell

Essence
At Ash Green, we aim to nurture a genuine love of numbers

and mathematical thinking. We believe every child can thrive

when given opportunities to explore, reason and
|

problem-solve in a supportive environment. Our children
develop deep understanding by practising rapid recall, using
mental strategies, talking through their ideas and building
on prior learning. We want them not just to complete their
work, but to truly understand it—growing into confident,

fluent and resilient mathematicians.

About the Subject Lead

Our Mathematics Lead, Mrs Mitchell, holds a degree in Business Studies, giving her a
strong foundation in analytical thinking, problem solving and the real-world use of
maths—skills she enjoys sharing with our children. She is committed to supporting both
children and staff: working closely with the teaching team and collaborating with the
North Midlands Maths Hub for the past five years. This partnership provides
research-informed training, new ideas and a strong network of support, helping us
improve our practice, maintain consistency across the school and embed mastery

teaching in classrooms.

Our Approach
We aim to help children develop a

Foster a love for numbers and mathematical thinking in children.

deep and secure understanding of Develop confident, quick, and accurate mental arithmetic skills.
key mai.fhematical ideas. We follow - e 000
the White Rose Maths mastery : T~ 00086
curriculum, which guides children . :::..
from early exploration to more b
advanced reasoning in carefully 33

4 h)
planned steps. Lessons move at a - & 35 -
whole class pace, with clear
modelling, small steps and plenty Numicon Bar model

of practice to help children secure their learning.
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Across the school, children use a range of manipulatives such as Numicon, dienes, place
value counters and tens frames to explore concepts practically. As they progress, visual
methods like bar models, number lines and diagrams help them make connections before
moving on to abstract calculations. Talk is an important part of every lesson, giving
children the chance to explain their thinking, ask questions and reflect on their methods.
Collaboration, perseverance and mathematical discussion are central to our classrooms,

supporting children to grow in confidence and independence

Celebrating Achievements

We are very proud of the progress our children make in maths. Across the school,
children are developing strong mental fluency, improving their recall of number facts
and becoming more confident in explaining their thinking. They are learning to choose
efficient methods, tackle multi step problems with determination and work flexibly with
numbers. We regularly see children approaching challenges with enthusiasm, supporting
each other through discussion and showing real excitement as their understanding grows.
Their achievements reflect both their hard work and their growing belief that they can
succeed in mathematics.

We are delighted with our latest MTC results, with the 2025 cohort achieving an
outstanding average scove of 23.4 and 52% of pupils scoring a perfect 25/25, reflecting

the hard work, resilience and excellent fluency skills across the year group.

Why Maths Matters Here

Mathematics is a vital part of understanding and interacting with the world. At Ash
Green, we want our children to leave primary school equipped with the skills they need
to make sense of real-life situations. Through our curviculum, children learn to think
logically, reason clearly, and tackle problems with resilience. These mathematical habits
of mind empower them in everyday life — whether budgeting, measuring, telling time,
interpreting information, or solving real world challenges. We believe that strong
mathematical understanding helps children develop the confidence, independence and
critical thinking they need for future success.
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Maths Learning at Home

Learning doesn’t stop in the classroom, and we
encourage families to make maths a natural
part of daily life. Everyday activities such as
cooking, measuring, counting, telling the time,
comparing prices or spotting patterns all help
children make sense of numbers in meaningful,
real-life ways. Talking about what you notice,
playing simple games and asking children to
explain their thinking can really boost their

confidence. Most importantly, praising effort and perseverance helps children develop

resilience and a positive attitude towards maths.

How You Can Help Your Child at Home

You can support your child’s maths learning in many
simple and enjoyable ways. Practising key number facts
— such as number bonds, doubles and times tables —
helps build quick and reliable recall. Encouraging children
to talk through how they solved a problem strengthens
their reasoning skills and deepens understanding.

Everyday experiences like cooking together, estimating

amounts, budgeting or measuring give children valuable
opportunities to apply their maths in real life situations. Above all, recognising their

effort and determination helps to build long lasting confidence and success.
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Royal Table

Each week our amazing lunch team will be keeping an eye out for children who always display excellent
manners and behaviour during lunch times. These children will receive a VIP ticket to the special Royal
Table next week!

VIPs next week are:
Reception- Jacob Snelson
Y1 — Keaton Sedgwick
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Y& — Molly Elks

Congratulations to you all! We can’t wait to see who the VIPs will be next time!

W Ash Green Primary Academy: Becoming a Well School! #.

We're excited to announce that Ash Green (s on a

Journey to become one of Staffordshire’s first Well ASH GREEN PRIMARY ACADEMY:

Schools alongside our Societas Trust partners! This BECOMING A
means putting wellbeing at the heart of school life, WELL SCHOOL!

because we believe hea(thg minds and hea{thy bodies Healthy minds and healthy bodies lead to bright futures.

lead to bright futures. - ;‘ a i
Our “Well Culture” is built on three simple pillars: Y RDWELD T

o Lead Well — empowering pupils and staff to have a LAUNCH WEEK: 9TH FEBRUARY
voice
e Move Well — keeping everyone active, ready, and

energised. for learning The Societas Trust Parent Physical

o Live Well — building life skills and supporting mental Activity and Wellbeing Survey
health

To help shape this work, we've asking parents, pupils, and
staff to complete a short anonymous wellbeing survey. Your
feedback will guide our next steps as a community.

Look out for our launch week on ath February — lots of
exciting activities are on the way!

The Societas Trust Parent Physical Activity and

Wellbeing Survey 2025 — Fill out form
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#- Stars of the Week #.

Our values — Inquisitive, Independent, Brave, Creative, Caring, and Humble —
are at the heart of everything we do. Each week, we'll shine a spotlight on
children who have shown that value in action, whether it’s asking brilliant
questions, showing kindness to others, or being brave when trying something
new.
Nursery Violet Jones & Olivia Hollyhead

Red R | Hattie Heath & Daniel Oakes Blue R | Gurvit Basra

1CB Georgie Archer 1KF Patricia Zamorano

2KB Rosie Antrobus 2MwW Oliver Jordan

3RG Valentina McDonald 3NB Freddie Fern-Jones

4MM Jacob Ellam 4HM Harvison Rotherham

sDM Phoebe Lennon SAD Jack Forrester

6AM Ava-Mae Hamnett 6KK Havrvriet Parsons

We are all very proud of you — well done!

Staff Star

Today's shining star is our wonderful volunteer Mrs Jackson -

and what a star she truly is.

She gives her time, her energy, and her heart to support Mrs
Boulton-Lear in running our Tiny Tots group, which meets every
other week. As a pre-school provision that relies so much on

goodwill, her dedication means more than words can say.

Mrs Jackson brings warmth into the room the moment she walks &
in. She leads activities with enthusiasm, lifts spivits with her
smile, and shows endless kindness, care, and love to every little

one who joins us. She brightens the group in every possible way.

Her community spirit is something we are deeply grateful for.
Because of her support, we're able to offer something truly special to our families - a place where

children feel welcomed, nurtured, and excited to learn and play.

Thank you, Mrs Jackson, for everything you bring to Tiny Tots. We are so proud to have you as

part of our team.
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Parents’ Evenmgs — Happy Plates ‘Food Tasting’
— el

Happy Plates, our school kitchen, will be open during

Parents’ Evening for a special food-tasting experience.

 Families are invited to dirop in, meet the team, and sample

-~ will be open during Parents’ Evening ' a selection of the delicious meals our children enjoy every
3:30pm - 5:30pm for Food Tasting! w

— , | ay.
o . Tuesday 10th February
. Wednesday 11th February

e O 3:30pm — 5:30pm
What to Expect
L) A chance to taste our menu

+.
th d
’* Tuﬂa%:t? F:‘b?fa:;es‘iay * . An opportunity to ask questions and chat with the

+
\ X Come and visit our team
‘ to taste food and
\_> ask any questions! ﬁf A
_~

Happy Plates team

Come along, explore what's on offer, and see why our

f Ash Green Prlmary Academy }

| pupils love their school meals.

:“\-\“

SCOoﬁng is A fantastic
The Ash Green girls football team braved the

way to start your day...
cold and rain to be a part of a fantastic frech ai ) d
football tournament! The girls did themselves ice .all', €xercise, an
smiles all around!

and Ash Green proud by working hard and
doing their best. They played 3 games,
narvowly losing the first 2 and winning the
final match 3 nil! The girls warmed to their
task and had a fantastic tournament.
Well done Girls!
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W- Beyond the School Gates

& & LilaW's Amazing Achievements! ¥
A huge congratulations to Lilah, who has had an incredible run of
success recently! She has proudly earned her yellow belt in
taekwondo — a fantastic achievement that shows her hard work,
focus, and determination.
Lilah has also received her Ultra Band at Parkrun for completing
50 parkruns (a huge 100km!). What an amazing milestone, and
something she is rightly very proud of! ¥

Well done, Lilah — keep smashing those goals!

‘¥ Gymnastics Star on the Rise! ¥

A huge well done to Everleigh-Rose in Nursery, who took part in the City
of Stoke-on-Trent Gymnastics Display 2026 on 24th January!
This was Everleigh-Rose’s very first gymnastics display, and she absolutely
smashed 1¢ in front of a huge audience. Her confidence, enthusiasm, and
hard work really shone through — and she loved every moment!

Fantastic achievement, Everleigh-Rose — we're so proud of you!

% Rosa Reaches the Regional Final! ¥
Well done to Rosa in SAD, who represented Ash Green in the
Schools Central Zone Trampoline Competition in Cardiff this
weekend. Rosa placed Sth in the Year 1—6 Elite category,
earning her a spot in the Regional Final in Derby on 14th
March! Fantastic achievement, Rosa!

& Charlotte Dances to Victory! fs

On Sunday 25th January, Charlotte in 6KK took part in the Calling U Out

Street Dance competition in Preston. She came 1st with her Street Dance

team, Kinetic, and placed Sth in the U12s Beginners Duo category. With

over 500 children competing, this is a fantastic achievement — well done,
Charlotte!

€ Immy Shines in Goal! &

A huge well done to Immy in 6KK, who recently won Parents' Player of the
Match for Stone Dominoes Girls U12s in their game against Newcastle

Town. Despite feeling nervous before games, mmy always steps up with

determination and a smile — and this week she delivered an outstanding

performance with some brilliant saves, including a top-corner stop and a

penalty save. Amazing work, mmy — a fantastic achievement!
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Weekly Attendance

Whole school attendance to date is 96% - the national average is 94.6%.

Upcoming dates...

Monday 274 February Year 6 SATs information meeting, 3:30pm
Tuesday 3" February 1KF Class Assembly, 9am

Thursday st February EYFS Stay & Play, 9am

Friday &t February Safer Internet Day

Monday ath February Well Schools Week / Mental Health Week

PTFA meeting, Spm

Tuesday 10% February Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

Parents’ Evening, whole school

Wednesday 11th February | Parents’ Evening, whole school

Thursday 12t February | Young Voices

KS2 Valentine’s Disco, Spm — 6:30pm

Friday 13t February School closes for half term

Monday 23" February School opens

Monday 13th April _ - Year 6 Residential Parent Meeting

Year & Parent SATs information session

We would like to invite Year & parents to a SATs information session on Monday 2nd

February at 3:30pm in the Year & classroom.
During the session, we will explain the SATs process, share key dates and outline how
you can support your child at home. If you are unable to attend, a copy of the

PowerPoint will be sent out to all parents afterwards.
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4 THRILLING ACTIVITIES
4 FAMILIAR GROUNDS

4 CONVENIENT SCHEDULE
& AFFORDABLE FUN

) smunou ON BOWERS
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