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A message from Miss Cope 

It’s been another busy and wonderful week at Ash Green, filled with community spirit, 

great learning, and plenty to celebrate. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the PTFA meeting on Monday. It was such a valuable 

opportunity to reflect on the fantastic events that have taken place so far and to look 

ahead at how we can strengthen future ones. We are truly excited to be hosting the PTFA’s 

first Valentine’s Disco for our KS2 children later this half term - thank you, as always, for 

your continued support, energy and creativity. 

I’ve had the pleasure of teaching in Year 6 again this week, and I am absolutely loving it. 

Being in the classroom gives headteachers such a valuable perspective - seeing children in 

action, understanding what strategies work, and feeling the buzz of learning firsthand. Our 

children continue to amaze me with their resilience, curiosity and enthusiasm. 

On Wednesday, I was out of school in my governor role, spending the day at Alsagers Bank 

Primary Academy. It was a joy to see their learning in action and to be part of break and 

lunchtime routines too. Visits like this are so important - they allow us to share best 

practice across schools and bring fresh thinking and inspiration back to Ash Green. 

Senior leaders have also recently met with our Curriculum Governor. We shared updates 

on French, Geography, History and Computing, reviewed our latest staff surveys exploring 

the impact of coaching, and discussed our reviewed School Improvement Plan. He expressed 

his thanks for the hard work and dedication shown by staff, and it is wonderful to see how 

this ongoing work continues to make a positive impact on our school. 

At the beginning of the week, it was a delight to watch the 1CB class assembly. The children 

spoke so confidently about their learning journey - so brave and so proud! A huge thank 

you to the parents and carers who joined us; your support means so much to the children. 

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable weekend. 

 

 

 

  

Achieving the best together 

Friday 23rd  

January 2026  

September 2025  

Ash Green News 

https://www.societastrust.org.uk/


Visit https://www.societastrust.org.uk/ for the latest news from The Societas Trust 

 

Subject Spotlight! 

In the Spotlight… Writing      Subject Lead: Miss Blake 

Subject Essence 

At Ash Green, writing is more than putting words on a page - it’s about 

empowering children to express themselves with clarity, creativity, and 

confidence. We believe that strong writing skills unlock success across 

the curriculum and beyond, helping pupils to articulate ideas, think 

critically, and communicate effectively. 

 

Our Approach at Ash Green 

Our writing curriculum is built around a carefully sequenced approach that ensures children 

develop both technical accuracy and creative flair. Each unit follows a clear structure: 

• Find the Shape Lessons – Pupils explore the model text and annotate it to understand 

its structure and key features. 

• Experience Lessons – Opportunities for children to acquire knowledge and vocabulary 

through immersive activities, supporting their progression through the writing 

sequence. 

• SPaG / Sentence Construction Lessons – Focused sessions where children practise 

specific grammar points or sentence types that they will later incorporate into their 

writing. 

• Jigsaw Lessons – Targeted lessons on key text features (e.g., writing headings for a 

newspaper report). 

• Plan & Write – Children apply their learning by planning and writing independently, 

using SPaG and sentence construction strategies as part of their success criteria. 

• Whole-Class Retrieval & Revisit – Pupils complete retrieval tasks to address 

misconceptions and revisit work to improve it. 

• Edit – A final opportunity to refine writing, checking closely for punctuation and 

spelling errors. 

This structured approach is supported by strategies 

like CUPS (Capitalisation, Usage, Punctuation, 

Spelling) and ARMS (Add, Remove, Move, 

Substitute), which help pupils edit and improve 

their work independently.  Every lesson starts 

retrieval practice, allowing children to revisit 

previous learning, and high-quality modelling 

through the “I do, we do, you do” approach. 
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About the Subject Lead 

Our Writing Lead, Miss Blake, holds a degree in English and History, 

which gives her a strong foundation in language, literature, and 

analytical thinking. This background helps her bring a deep 

understanding of text structure and vocabulary into the classroom, 

enriching the writing curriculum and inspiring pupils to see writing 

as a powerful tool for communication and creativity. Since taking 

on the role in September 2023, Miss Blake has introduced 

significant changes, including a revised writing sequence, whole-

class feedback strategies, and SPaG planning overviews. She works 

closely with staff to ensure adaptive teaching meets the needs of all learners and is committed 

to embedding high expectations across the school.   

  

Celebrating Achievements 

We love to celebrate writing success at Ash Green. Pupils who demonstrate exceptional effort 

or creativity can earn the title of “Wow Writer”, and those who show consistent improvement 

in presentation and handwriting are awarded Pen Licence certificates - a proud moment for 

many! Previously, our weekly writing competitions gave children the chance to showcase their 

talents and share their work with the school community. These initiatives, alongside improved 

classroom strategies, have helped foster a culture where writing is valued and celebrated. Pupils 

are increasingly confident in discussing the writing process and using editing strategies 

effectively, and presentation standards have improved across the board. 

 

Why Writing Matters Here 

Writing is a gateway to success. It underpins learning in every subject and equips children with 

essential skills for life. At Ash Green, we see writing as a tool for thinking, creating, and 

connecting. By giving our pupils the best possible foundations in 

writing, we prepare them not only for academic achievement, but 

for confident communication in the wider world. 
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Welcome to the team 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Totton to our lunchtime supervisor team. Many of you will 

already recognise her, as she has been a dedicated volunteer in school for some time and is also a 

parent within our community. Her commitment, warmth and familiarity with Ash Green make 

her a wonderful addition to the team. 

She starts her new role on Monday and is excited to be supporting our children during their 

lunchtime routines. Please join us in wishing her the very best as she settles into her new position. 

We’re thrilled to have her with us! 
 

 

PTFA Update 

A huge thank you to everyone for your 

incredible support - together we’ve now 

raised an amazing £64,000 towards 

transforming our outdoor spaces. This is a 

fantastic achievement and a real reflection 

of the strength of our school community. 

Our next PTFA meeting will take place on 

Monday 9th February at 5pm. We’ll be 

finalising plans for the Valentine’s Disco, 

and only those who attend this meeting 

will be able to volunteer to support the 

event. As this is a PTFA-led activity, and it 

clashes with Young Voices, a number of 

staff are unable to help, so the disco is 

relying on volunteer support. 

Roles and responsibilities will be shared out 

at the meeting, so please come along if you 

can. Without enough volunteers, the event 

may be at risk - but we’re hopeful that, 

with your help, we can make it a lovely 

celebration for the children. 
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Royal Table 
Each week our amazing lunch team will be keeping an eye out for children who always display excellent 

manners and behaviour during lunch times. These children will receive a VIP ticket to the special Royal 

Table next week! 
 

VIPs next week are:  

Reception-  

Y1 – Ruairi Turner-Elks  

Y2 – Lexa-Olivia Greaves  

Y3 – Henry Unwin 

Y5 – Cruz Overhand 

Y6 – Darcey Miller 
 

Congratulations to you all! We can’t wait to see who the VIPs will be next time! 
 

       Ash Green Primary Academy: Becoming a Well School!        

We’re excited to announce that Ash Green is 

on a journey to become one of Staffordshire’s 

first Well Schools alongside our Societas Trust 

partners! This means putting wellbeing at the 

heart of school life, because we believe healthy 

minds and healthy bodies lead to bright 

futures.  

 

Our “Well Culture” is built on three simple pillars: 

• Lead Well – empowering pupils and staff to have a voice 

• Move Well – keeping everyone active, ready, and energised for learning 

• Live Well – building life skills and supporting mental health 

 

To help shape this work, we’re asking parents, pupils, and staff to complete a short 

anonymous wellbeing survey. Your feedback will guide our next steps as a community. 

 

Look out for our launch week on 9th February — lots of exciting activities are on the 

way! 
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      Beyond the School Gates              

 

       Making Waves & Reaching New Heights!        

A massive well done to Evelyn L in 6AM, who has 

had an amazing week of achievements! 

She has not only passed her Bronze swimming 

award at Fenton last weekend                       —showing how 

much she truly enjoys swimming—but she has also 

earned her Silver Award at Cubs!               Evelyn will be 

moving up to Scouts in January, and we know 

she’ll continue to shine. Fantastic effort, Evelyn! 

 

 

                       Goalkeeper Greatness!     

A huge congratulations to Oliver T in 2MW, who was 

awarded Player of the Match on Sunday for his 

outstanding goalkeeping skills! ✨  Fantastic work, 

Oliver — keep saving those goals! 

 

 

 

                       Football Stars Shine!            

A huge well done to our Year 2 boys - Oliver, Nate, Miles, Benji, and 

Harley‑Jay, who all received their medal and trophy from First Kick 

Football!✨  

Over the last twelve weeks, they have 

shown brilliant dedication, teamwork, and 

determination as they developed their 

football skills. 

Fantastic effort, boys — we’re proud of you 

all! 
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      Stars of the Week       

Our values – Inquisitive, Independent, Brave, Creative, Caring, and Humble – 

are at the heart of everything we do. Each week, we’ll shine a spotlight on 

children who have shown that value in action, whether it’s asking brilliant 

questions, showing kindness to others, or being brave when trying something 

new. This week’s value is CREATIVE!  
 

Nursery  Ronnie Totton & Georgia Thomas  

Red R 
Primrose Bowers & Cayden 

Overhand 
Blue R Valentina Domene Rubi 

1CB Henry Duval 1KF Andrea Tournabene 

2KB Noyan Pardehkhorram 2MW Charlotte Hyatt 

3RG Stanley Booth 3NB Alice Parkin & Isabelle Hoole 

4MM 
Issac Taylor, Jaxon Hazeldene & 

Thea Urwin 
4HM Mya Morris 

5DM Emma Kelly 5AD All of 5AD 

6AM Chloe Dickin 6KK Annabella Nagington & Olivia Smit 

We are all very proud of you – well done! 
 

Staff Star 

This week, we are delighted to shine the spotlight on our incredible Miss Jarvie 

(SENCo), a truly dedicated member of our inclusion team and a deeply committed 

part of our school community. She brings passion, creativity and unwavering 

kindness to everything she does.  

One of her many strengths is her remarkable ability to identify barriers to learning 

and find thoughtful, effective ways to remove them. She sees every child as an 

individual, and her work ensures they feel understood, supported and valued. Her 

determination to ensure that every pupil can thrive is nothing short of inspiring. 

Her commitment extends far beyond the classroom. She goes above and beyond 

when working with families, always creating warm, welcoming spaces for parents 

to connect with the school. She regularly arranges workshops with outside agencies, ensuring families have 

access to the support and information they need. Her coffee mornings have become a much‑loved part of 

our school culture, helping parents feel included, heard and fully supported. 

Alongside her SENCo role, Miss Jarvie is also an exceptionally creative and inspiring EYFS teacher. We love 

that she has the privilege of meeting our children and families at the very start of their Ash Green journey. 

Her warmth, imagination and nurturing approach help children settle, flourish and feel right at home from 

day one. 

We are truly grateful for everything Miss Jarvie brings to our school - her empathy, her creativity and her 

huge heart. Thank you for everything you do. You make a difference every single day. 
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MTC Café  

What a fantastic turnout at our MTC Café! Thank you to all the parents and carers 

who joined us. The children had an amazing time playing times tables games with their 

adults – with plenty of smiles, laughter, and of course biscuits and pancakes too! We 

hope everyone left feeling inspired and with some fun ideas for practising times tables 

at home. 

   
 

 

Weekly Attendance 

Whole school attendance to date is 96% - the national average is 

94.6%. 

WELL DONE to Nursery – Squirrels this week with 100% 

attendance! 
 

Year 6 Boys beat out the competition! 

The boys had a big tournament on cold and damp Thursday evening at Discovery Academy. 

The boys were sensational and worked hard in every match. They played 6 matches and won 5 

of them leaving them top of the pops! The weather may have been grim, but the skill, 

endeavour and grit was truly enough to brighten any night! Well done boys you did the school 

proud! 
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Upcoming dates… 

Monday 26th January  3RG Class Assembly, 9am 

Tuesday 27th January  National Geographic Day  

Tiny Tots, 1pm – 2:15pm  

Wednesday 28th January  Celebration of Learning, classrooms open to parents until 4pm 

Friday 30th January  3NB Class Assembly, 9am 

Monday 2nd February  Year 6 SATs information meeting, 3:30pm 

Tuesday 3rd February  1KF Class Assembly, 9am 

Thursday 5th February  EYFS Stay & Play, 9am 

Friday 6th February Safer Internet Day 

Monday 9th February  Well Schools Week / Mental Health Week 

PTFA meeting, 5pm 

Tuesday 10th February  Tiny Tots, 1pm – 2:15pm 

Parents’ Evening, whole school  

Wednesday 11th February Parents’ Evening, whole school  

Thursday 12th February  Young Voices  

KS2 Valentine’s Disco, 5pm – 6:30pm 

Friday 13th February  School closes for half term 

Monday 23rd February School opens  

Monday 13th April DATE CHANGE - Year 6 Residential Parent Meeting 
 

Year 6 Parent SATs Information Session 

We would like to invite Year 6 parents to a SATs information session on 

Monday 2nd February at 3:30pm in the Year 6 classroom. 

During the session, we will explain the SATs process, share key dates and 

outline how you can support your child at home. If you are unable to 

attend, a copy of the PowerPoint will be sent out to all parents afterwards. 
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