Ash Green News Friday 16th

Achieving the best together S January 2026

A message from Miss Cope

It has been fantastic to finally enjoy a full, unintervupted week in school without the

weather getting in the way! 've spent time teaching in Year 6 this week, focusing on
reading, and | can honestly say it's been a real highlight. The children were an absolute
joy to teach - so enthusiastic, brilliant listeners, and really trying hard in every lesson.
Based on this week, I'm thoroughly looking forward to working with the children on a
weekly basis until May. It's such a privilege to spend time with them in the classroom.

Another special moment this week was taking time away from school with our young
carers and their families. These children are truly remarkable, and it was wonderful to
see them enjoy a lunchtime treat together. We are so proud of them - the resilience,
kindness, and maturity they show every day is inspiring. A huge thank you to the family
members who joined us; your support means so much and made the occasion even

more special.

I've also enjoyed spending time in classrooms this week, continuing to focus on adaptive
teaching. It's been brilliant to see so many strengths in practice - teachers using flexible
grouping, adjusting questioning to meet different needs, and providing scaffolds that
really help children succeed without limiting challenge. These strategies make such a
difference and it's clear to see the impact in the engagement and confidence of our
children.

Alongside this, | met with key leaders in school for their third coaching session of the
academic year. The impact of these sessions is really starting to shine through - leaders
are veflecting deeply on their practice, identifying priorities with clarity, and taking
purposeful action. It's wonderful to see their confidence grow and their influence ripple

across their teams.

Thank you all for your hard work and commitment this week. Have a great weekend

and take care.
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Subject Spotlight!

Starting this week, we're launching an exciting new feature in our newsletter to
celebrate the amazing subject leadership across our school! Each week, we'll shine a
spotlight on one subject and its leader — sharing their vision, exciting updates, and
what’s coming next in their area. We can’t wait to showcase the passion, creativity
and expertise that make our curriculum truly special!

In the Spotlight... Phonics Subject Lead: Miss Bishop

Subject Essence

Phonics at Ash Green Primary is all about helping children
become confident, happy readers from the very start. Using the
Twinkl Phonics scheme, we make learning to read fun and
engaging, giving every child the tools that they need to succeed

and enjoy reading and books for life.

What should we see children doing?

e Saying individual phonemes clearly as they learn new sounds.

o Blending sounds together to read whole words (e.g., s-u-n — sun).

o Segmenting words into sounds to help them spell accurately.

e Matching phonemes to graphemes using the corvect letter or letter group for
each sound.

e Using actions, songs, and routines from the Twinkl Phonics scheme to support
memory and engagement.

e Reading decodable books that match the sounds they've been taught.

e Applying phonics in writing by attempting to spell words independently using
taught sounds.

e Revisiting and reviewing sounds to build fluency and confidence.

» Working with partners or small groups to practise reading and spelling
together.

e Showing enthusiasm and curiosity as we explore new sounds and words.

Our Approach at Ash Green

At Ash Green, phonics is taught in a warm, structured, and supportive way to help
every child become a confident reader. We follow the Twinkl Phonics scheme, giving
children a clear routine as they learn new sounds, practise blending and segmenting,
and apply these skills to reading and spelling. Sessions include fun songs, actions, and

partner activities, with books carefully matched to their learning. Regular review
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ensures progress sticks, and most importantly, children develop excitement, curiosity,

and pride in their reading journey.

About the Subject Lead

Since graduating with a BA Hons in Early Years Education, Miss Bishop has been
passionate about giving children the best start in their learning journey. She leads
phonics at Ash Green, has supported teaching and learning across EYFS and KS1, and
works closely with staff to develop high-quality practice. With 14 years of experience
and a love for Early Years, Miss Bishop is committed to making phonics fun,
structured, and engaging so every child can become a confident, fluent reader.

Celebrating Achievements

e Year 1 children have excelled in the Phonics Screening Check, achieving a higher
pass rate than the national expectation for the past four years. In 2024 and
2025, an incredible 93% of Year 1 pupils passed, reflecting the impact of our
engaging, structured phonics teaching and the dedication of our staff.

Why Phonics Matters Here

Phonics is the foundation of reading and writing, and at Ash Green we believe it
opens the door to every child’s future learning. By teaching phonics in a structured,
engaging way, we give children the tools to decode words, build fluency, and develop
confidence as readers. This early success helps foster a lifelong love of learning and
ensures children can access the full curriculum with independence and pride. Strong

phonics teaching doesn’t just improve reading—it empowers children to

communicate, explore ideas, and achieve their full potential.
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& Year 4 Times Tables Breakfast Morning!

Year 4

’Times Table

BREAKEASTIMORNING! K

We're thrilled to invite our Year 4 families to a fun Times
Tables Breakfast Morning at school!

Wednesday 21st January, 9:00-9: 450m

Join us for times tables games and activities, and see
some of the songs and strategies we use in the
classroom to prepare for the Multiplication

Tables Check.

We can’t wait to see you there!

W- Beyond the School Gates "

W Congratulations, Alivia! 4
A huge well done to Alivia, who has been awarded the Student of the
Year Gold Award by Emma Clayton Music Turtrion! She received this

special award on Thursday in recognition of her outstanding progress
throughout 2025.

This is a fantastic achievement, and we are incredibly proud of Alivia’s
hard work, dedication and musical talent. Well done, Alivia — keep

shining!

. Congratulations, Bella! L

We are delighted to share some fantastic news about Bella N in Year 6! She has recently joined
the COSACSS swimming club and took part in her very first time trial. During the event, she
achieved an impressive qualifying time in the 5Oom breaststroke, earning herself a place in the
County Championships in Sandwell at the end of January.

This is a brilliant accomplishment, and Bella is proving to be a highly capable and dedicated
swimmer. We are incredibly proud of her hard work and commitment. Well done, Bella — and

good luck at the championships! i
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Royal Table

Each week our amazing lunch team will be keeping an eye out for children who always display excellent
manners and behaviour during lunch times. These children will receive a VIP ticket to the special Royal
Table next week!

VIPs next week are:

Reception- Seb Richards
Y1 — Ellie Beardmore
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Y& — Connie Ellams

Congratulations to you all! We can’t wait to see who the VIPs will be next time!

& A Gentle Reminder: No Toys in School

We kindly ask parents to remind children not to bring toys into

school, as they can easily become misplaced or cause distractions
during the school day. This also includes keyrings, which have been

a particular issue this week.

To help keep belongings safe and avoid any upset, please ensure

that toys, keyrings and other non-essential items are kept at home.

Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a calm and focused learning

environment.

National Geographic Day

On Tuesday 27" January, we'll be celebrating National Geographic Day — a chance for children

to explore our planet and be inspired by real-life explorers.

Each year group will focus on one of National Geographic’s key areas:

EYFS: Y1: Y2: Y3: Y4: Ys: Yeé:
Arctic & Oceans Land wildlife Human Planetary Space
Desert Histories & health
Cultures

Miss Darby will lead assemblies during the day and classes will then take part in short, fun

activities linked to their theme.

We're excited to use this day to spark curiosity, celebrate global learning and raise the profile of

Geography across school. Look out for lots of discussion, creative work and brilliant photos!
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#.Stars of the Week %

Our values — Inquisitive, Independent, Brave, Creative, Caring, and
Humble — are at the heart of everything we do. Each week, we'll shine
a spotlight on children who have shown that value in action, whether

it’s asking brilliant questions, showing kindness to others, or being brave

Nursery Aubrey Podmore
Harrison Munns and Vincent ) ) )
Red R , Blue R | Amelie Elkin and Neev Kariya
Swinswood
1CB Timo Bloor 1KF Finn Carey
2KB Sophie Nixon 2MW | Jessica Johnson
3RG | Isabelle Griffiths 3NB | Jasper Allerton
Ava-Rose Taylor and Anya _
4MM 4HM | Harriet Davenport
Bradbury
SDM | Isaac Warburton SAD | Sebastian Rochelle
6AM | Humvreet Basra 6KK Tilly Wright

We are all very proud of you — well done!

Staff Star

This week (and every week!) our Staff Star is the incredible
Miss Griffiths. She is one of the kindest, most hardworking

members of our team - always the first to volunteer and

always ready to help others. Her support is felt across the
school, and she is truly rvespected and appreciated by

everyone.

Miss Griffiths regularly goes above and beyond, especially
when helping staff update the school website. She does this
with such efficiency and often in her own time, which

speaks volumes about her dedication. On top of that, she

brings brilliant ideas to the team, suggesting new ways of
working that make us more efficient and effective.

We are so lucky to have her as part of our team. Thank you, Miss Griffiths, for

everything you do - you're amazing!
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Upcoming dates...

Monday 19th January

Whole school attendance to date is 95.9% - the national average

<o)

Weekly Attendance

1S 94-.6%.

PTFA meeting, 3:30pm

Tuesday 20t January

1CB Class Assembly, 9am

Wednesday 215t January

Year 4 MTC Parent Café, aam

Friday 23" January

EYFS Stay & Play, 9am

Monday 26t January

3RG Class Assembly, 9am

Tuesday 27 January

National Geographic Day

Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

Wednesday 28" January

Celebration of Learning, classrooms open to parents until 4pm

Friday 30t January

3NB Class Assembly, 2am

Monday 24 February

Year 6 SATs information meeting, 3:30pm

Tuesday 3" February

1KF Class Assembly, 9aam

Thursday 5t February

EYFS Stay & Play, 9am

Friday 6t February

Safer Internet Day

Monday ath February

Well Schools Week / Mental Health Week

PTFA meeting, Spm

Tuesday 10t February

Tiny Tots, 1pm — 2:15pm

Parents’ Evening, whole school

Wednesday 11t February

Parents’ Evening, whole school

Thursday 12t February

Young Voices

KS2 Valentine’s Disco, Spm — 6:30pm

Friday 13t February

School closes for half term

Monday 23" February

School opens

Monday 13th April

_ - Year 6 Residential Parent Meeting
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Trentham Academy Writing Competition
Children in Year 3 — 6 across a range of local primary schools are
invited to enter a writing competition based around the theme
of ‘Heroes’.

Write about someone who inspires you! It could be a family
member, a friend, a famous person or even a fictional character.
You could write a poem, a speech, a short story or any other

form of writing based on this theme.

Trentham Academy Writi'

Please complete the Microsoft Form to submit your entry by Fompetitiy

Friday 30th January. Good luck!

Visit hitps://www.societastrust.org.uk/ for the latest news from The Societas Trust



https://www.societastrust.org.uk/

